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Australia is one of the world’s largest economies and consumer markets. In 2021, it was ranked
12th with a Nominal Gross Domestic Product of A$2.2 trillion and has 1.7% of the global economy
for 0.3% of the world’s population (austrade.gov.au). 

Quoting Benedict XVI’s Caritas in Veritate, Pope Francis reminds us that “every purchase is a
moral act” (CV66). It’s important to be informed, so learn more about the circular economy and
case studies in the Australian Government Sustainable Procurement Guide and CSIRO research
projects. 

Reflect on your purchasing habits and consider what you could change to be more sustainable
and ethical. Buy local. Buy items with a long life span and made from sustainable materials -
recyclable or biodegradable. Consider whether you need to purchase something. Repair items.
Buy second-hand. 

https://www.austrade.gov.au/benchmark-report/fundamentals#:~:text=The%20world's%2012th%20largest,1.7%25%20of%20the%20global%20economy.
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/sustainable-procurement-guide.pdf
https://www.csiro.au/en/research/environmental-impacts/sustainability/circular-economy
https://www.csiro.au/en/research/environmental-impacts/sustainability/circular-economy
https://columbanjpe.org/sites/default/files/pdf/Consumer-Examination.pdf

