
FROM THE HEART
NEWS FROM THE LAITY OF THE CHEVALIER FAMILY AUSTRALIA

December 2023

In This Issue
Welcome

Christmas Reflection

Women’s Retreat Highlights

Chevalier Family Dates

Chevalier Year Newsletter

First Friday Reflection

International LCF Council News

MSC Education News

Heart of Life Newsletter

OLSH Staff Spirituality Day

Ametur Newsletter

MSC General Bulletin

CRA Christmas Message

Social Media

Contact Us

Greetings! Welcome to the final edition of ‘From the Heart’ for 2023.

As we prepare for Christmas, we are faced with sometimes
conflicting messages. Messages of hope in the new life of the birth of
Jesus mixed with messages encouraging us to concentrate on buying
more and eating more than we need!

Clare’s excellent reflection, ‘The Home of My Heart,’ reveals these
conflicts. As publishers of books would say, “It’s a must to read”. Send
it around to others!

The organising committee for the Philippines Assembly has been
working very hard to prepare what I know will be life-changing for
those attending. Included below is the prayer that we are all
encouraged to say.

As you already know, we have been raising money to support not
only our delegates to the assembly but have, through your
generosity, been able to send $15,500 to support delegates from the
Asia Pacific region. Thanks for your support!

Once again, this issue has many great articles to read, so enough
from me.

But, one last thing: if you are a ‘Facebooker’ or an ‘Instagrammer’, Aidan has prepared a beautiful,
thought-provoking Advent calendar – also to be found on our website.

Happy reading! May you have a safe and peaceful Christmas.

Take care, and with every blessing,
Fred Stubenrauch (Chair, Australian Council of the Laity of the Chevalier Family).

OOPS! Save the date for our gathering next year, 20 to 22 September
2024. More details later!

Share ‘From The Heart’
● Download From The Heart (December 2023).
● Join the mailing list by contacting aus.lcf@gmail.com.

The Home of My Heart
Read the Christmas Reflection by Clare Johnson on the beautiful
spirit of Christmas - the ‘home of our hearts’ that is love and always
with us.
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https://chevalierlaity.com.au/resources/liturgical-resources/
https://chevalierlaity.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/From-The-Heart-2023_12.pdf
mailto:aus.lcf@gmail.com
https://chevalierlaity.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/The-Home-of-My-Heart-A-Christmas-Reflection.pdf


Women’s Retreat Highlights
We thank Alison McKenzie (Laity of the Chevalier Family) and Anne McAtomney (Chevalier Institute) for
sharing their wisdom at the women’s retreat ‘Awakening to Awe’s Embrace’ on 17-18 November 2023 at
St Mary’s Tower, Douglas Park. It was an opportunity for women to reflect on awe within themselves
and the world around them. See highlights and reflection below.
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Chevalier Family Dates
Read about significant dates for the Chevalier Family in December.

Chevalier Year Newsletter
Read the November and December editions of the Chevalier Year
Newsletter.
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https://www.misacor.org.au/item/29910-some-significant-december-days-for-the-chevalier-family-december-2023
https://chevalierlaity.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/ILCF-Letter-Chevalier-Year-2023_11-1.pdf
https://chevalierlaity.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/ILCF-Letter-Chevalier-Year-2023_12.pdf


First Friday Reflection
Download the First Friday Reflection (PDF) (Image).

From The Heart | December 2023 Page 4

https://chevalierlaity.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/First-Friday-Reflection-2023_12.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xSspqfhk8kkwzEfVjwfPh3HrHGriq2ZN/view?usp=sharing


International LCF Council News
International Assembly Prayer
We ask you to continue to pray for the Assembly using the Assembly prayer.

International Council General Secretary Nominations
Read the letter regarding the accepted nominations for the International Council General Secretary.

Christmas Reflection
Read the Christmas Reflection from the International Council of the Laity of the Chevalier Family.

Jules Chevalier’s Homily
“For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them” ~ Matthew 18�20

Read the homily given by Fr Jules Chevalier at the 1891 General
Chapter in Fr Chevalier’s own hand and the translation in three
languages. It was given to Laity of the Chevalier Family by Fr
Abzalon at the close of the 2023 MSC General Chapter. The
International Council encourage you to reflect on the words of
Fr Jules Chevalier and their implications for us as the Laity of
the Chevalier Family.
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https://chevalierlaity.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/ILCF-Letter-2023_11_09-Assembly-Update.pdf
https://chevalierlaity.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/ILCF-Letter-2023_12-Christmas-Reflection.pdf
https://chevalierlaity.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/ILCF-Letter-2023-Homily-by-Jules-Chevalier-at-1891-General-Chapter.pdf


MSC Education News
Mark McGinnity (Director of MSC Education) is resigning early next year. The
MSC Education Members’ Council is now seeking expressions of interest for the
position to commence towards the end of March 2024. Read the EOI document.
Read the news story. Read the resignation announcement letter.

Heart of Life Newsletter
Read the December edition of the Heart of Life Newsletter.

OLSH Staff Spirituality Day
Read about the OLSH Staff Spirituality Day in this month’s Community Contribution. These lay people
work for the OLSH Sisters in many ways, including Provincial support, building and maintenance
management, health and wellbeing management, nursing, overseas aid officer, mission officer, finance
management, Hartzer Park conference and retreat centre management, and essential housekeeping.

Ametur Newsletter
Read the latest edition (351) of the OLSH Associate’s Ametur
Newsletter.

MSC General Bulletin
Read the special MSC 26th General Chapter edition of the MSC
General Bulletin.

CRA Christmas Message
Watch the Christmas Message from Catholic Religious Australia (CRA), which features Sister Philippa
Murphy (OLSH Provincial Superior).
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/10DRU2w_fsBOW65mzYsOZDQ2aCMDtlL0p/view?usp=sharing
https://www.misacor.org.au/item/29856-mark-mcginnity-msc-education
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10uGFQEKTByXTD8uiMezxDobYM4DdiDCv/view?usp=sharing
https://mailchi.mp/9e689fb6ca9a/whats-on-at-heart-of-life-15087830?e=b8db67e74b
https://chevalierlaity.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Community-Contribution-2023_11.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10e3pipYGgNO33ipeuCgfRW-HQkilUZ9D/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10gwdWw7hQrq6SR7TzEqg-6tY0DzJKALU/view?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/cL67m05HeVM?si=ptr50fZrZpJA3-tB


Call for Contributions
The Australian Council for the Laity of the Chevalier Family is looking for contributions to social media
stories and From The Heart to help build connections in the Chevalier Family.

● Are you hosting an event?
● Do you have a story?
● Do you know of an achievement?

Anything related to MSC, OLSH Sister, and MSC Sisters communities, missions, ministries, and lay
people that would interest the wider Chevalier Family. Whether a local item or something of
national/international significance, send a reflection, article, short paragraph, or sentence with any
photos/images (with permission to be publicly shared) to aus.lcf@gmail.com.

Fundraising
The Australian Council of the Laity of the Chevalier Family has committed to raising funds to support
two delegates from Pacific Countries and four from Australia to attend the 4th International Assembly of
the Laity of the Chevalier Family held in the Philippines in 2024. Your contribution is one way to express
solidarity as part of the Chevalier Family. Download the Fundraising Appeal Letter.

Australian Council of the Laity of the Chevalier Family

aus.lcf aus.lcf@gmail.com

aus.lcf chevalierlaity.com.au

With deep respect and love, we acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
(the traditional custodians of this land) and their Elders - past, present, and emerging.

We support the Uluru Statement From The Heart and recognise the importance of ensuring
First Nations people have a voice in Australia.

We commit to a "greater love for our Creator, each other, and the home we share" (Laudato Si 14).
We live in the Spirituality of the Heart and are called to love and care for Creation and the
Created.

We rejoice in our differences and celebrate the gift of the LGBTQIA+ community. We live 'to be
on Earth the heart of God' and welcome and include all people in their diversity.
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mailto:aus.lcf@gmail.com
https://chevalierlaity.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Letter-Fundraising-2022_10.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/aus.lcf
mailto:aus.lcf@gmail.com
https://www.instagram.com/aus.lcf/
https://chevalierlaity.com.au/

